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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
15th March Season Permit day Chew Valley & Barrows
16th March Opening day Chew Valley and Barrows
22nd March Season Permit day Blagdon Lake
23rd March Opening day Blagdon Lake

10th April Float tubing at Blagdon
11th April BRFFA Snowbee Competition
15th April 1st Evening Competition
17th April Anglian Water Team Competition 
28th April 2nd Evening Competition
30th April Lexus Individual, heat

1st May Lexus Individual, heat
9th May SWFF England Eliminator
13th May 3rd Evening Competition 
15th May WinnerWeb Bank Competition, Barrows
22nd May SEFF England Eliminator
23rd May BRFFA Three Lakes Bank Challenge, Chew 
28th May 4th Evening Competition

1st June Lexus Teams, Heat
6th June BRFFA Orvis Competition
9th June 5th Evening Competition
25th June 6th Evening Competition

8th July 7th Evening Competition
22nd July 8th Evening Competition
17th July Bristol Water Teams Challenge

4th August 9th Evening Competition
6th to 11th August Lexus English Teams, Finals
14th August Final Evening Competition

5th September BRFFA Hidden Teams
12th September BRFFA Three Lakes Bank Challenge, Barrow
19th September BRFFA Pairs Competition
24th & 25th September English National Competition

2nd October Float Tubing, Blagdon
4th  - 9th October Pike fishing, boat only
10th October BRFFA Three Lakes Bank Challenge, Blagdon   
13th –15th October Pike fishing, boat and bank
15th October Brown trout season ends – All Waters

Winter Prices Apply (Except Litton - 1 Nov)
18th – 21st October Pike fishing, boat and bank 
25th – 30th October Pike fishing, boat and bank
31st October Boat fishing ends at Blagdon

4th – 9th November Pike fishing, boat and bank 
9th November Boat fishing ends Chew Valley
14th – 19th November Pike fishing, bank only
25th – 30th November Pike fishing, bank only
30th November Fishing ends Chew, Blagdon and Barrows

PIKE FISHING
With the first ever authenticated 40lb
fish caught, 2009 emphasized that
Chew Valley is probably the best pike
fishing in the country at present.
In the February and autumn sessions
there were plenty of 30s taken and
fish over 20 were almost common
place. The cold February weather
made fishing more difficult and
many fishermen found it impossible
to reach the water due to
blocked roads. But those who

did make it still managed to catch well. The autumn
fishing started with a bang and there were some fantastic catches made.
Many of the big fish fell to anglers fishing from the bank, the lower water
levels seeming to encourage the fish onto the shallower areas where there
were concentrations of small roach. The heavy rain and gale force winds
later made lure fishing difficult but dead-baits worked well and most
anglers went home satisfied and happy.

Advance booking is essential for all pike fishing. Details from Woodford Lodge.
For 2009 pike fishing dates see page 2.

PIKE FISHING RULES
Special rules listed below apply as well as the normal Bristol
Water fishing regulations when pike fishing at Chew Valley lake.

• A maximum of two rods may be used. Rods must be no more than one 
metre apart. If one is being used while spinning or lure fishing the 
angler must remain within one metre of the other rod.

• Minimum breaking strain of reel line must be 15lbs. Wire traces must 
be used at all times: minimum length 12 inches, minimum breaking 
strain 28lbs.

• The only methods allowed are artificial lure fishing and dead-bait fishing 
with sea fish baits. The main body of any lure, spinner or replicant
must be at least four inches not including any attachments 
eg hook, feather, tail, spinner blade etc. No freshwater fish,
alive or dead, may be used or brought to the water (including
lamprey or eel).

• Anglers must carry adequate mean to unhook fish without harming them,
ie long nosed forceps, unhooking mat, thick gloves, etc. Fish must be 
returned to the water as soon as possible after capture.

• Trolling with dead-baits and lures is allowed but not under petrol engine 
power. Electric engines and oars may be used.

• Fishing is not allowed within 50 metres of the boat landing stages. Fishing 
must stop if boats are leaving or returning to the stages.

• Anyone found fishing in the restricted areas, boat or bank, will 
be asked to leave the water. Repeated entering of restricted areas 
will result in a ban from Bristol Water fisheries. Anglers must vacate 
Bristol Water property along with all of their tackle within thirty minutes
of the end of fishing (ie one hour after sunset). Anyone found on the 
bank after this time will be banned. Tackle found will be seized.

• Return cards must be completed and returned to Woodford Lodge with 
catch details. Failure to do so will restrict bookings for the following year.

• Any trout caught accidentally must be returned to the water immediately.
Trout unavoidably killed must be handed to a Bristol Water employee 
for disposal. They must not be retained by the angler.

• We do not allow any fishing for pike at Blagdon Lake.

Mike Green 40lb 8oz




